
•Pressure vs Pain
•Check a level
•Timing

Assessing Pain

•Epidural vs IV
•General Anesthesia 

Treatment Options

•Poor Satisfaction
•Chronic Pain
•Birth Trauma
•Postpartum Depression

Consequences of Uncontrolled Pain
Graphic by Anne Chen
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Prospective 
Interview 

POD 1

• 9/14/23 – 12/05/23
• Intraoperative pain (Yes/No)
• Numeric rating scale (NRS) 0-10 

Improvements
• Automatic pop-up prompt to 

document pain during CD
• NRS (0-10) in follow-up note for 

CD patients

Compliance 
Evaluation

• 11/15/23 – 01/29/24
• Intraoperative & Postoperative 

EMR documentation
• Incidence of pain using NRS
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Study Design and Methods
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Results

NRS Range Total NRS of >0 NRS ≥3 NRS ≥5 

Prospective Interview 276 7 (2.5%)* 7 (2.5%) 5 (1.8%)

EMR Intraoperative NRS 342 91 (26.6%) 57 (16.6%) 44 (12.8%)

EMR Postpartum Follow-Up 
NRS 264 36 (13.6%) 18 (6.8%) 8 (3.0%)

NEVA LEMOINE MD, BRYAN WAKEFIELD MD, HOLLY ENDE MD, LAURA SORABELLA MD, JEANETTE BAUCHAT MD

Table : Incidence of Intraoperative Pain during CD

Data: N (%)
NRS — Numeric Rating Scale
*Question: Did you have pain during your CD? Yes/no



Rate varied from 2.5% - 26.6% 
depending on multiple factors

•How patients were asked
•When they were asked
•How we define pain by NRS
•Documentation compliance

Further Directions

•Developing a standardized 
definition for intraoperative 
pain during CD

•Use to address this issue 
within and across institutions 
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