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BACKGROUND

• Amniot ic  f lu id  embol ism (AFE) is  a  

feared compl icat ion of  pregnancy

• P r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  s u d d e n  a n d  r a p i d l y  

p r o g r e s s i v e

• Di fferent ia l  for  AFE is  broad

• Often inc ludes card iorespi ratory 

co l lapse,  hemorrhage,  and 

coagulopathy
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CASE A  3 0 - y e a r - o l d  G 1 P 0  a t  3 9 w 1 d

• D o b u t a m i n e  w e a n e d  o n  P P D  2  &  3

• I n h a l e d  e p o p r o s t e n o l  w e a n e d  o n  P P D  3

• D i s c h a r g e d  P P D  8

• T T E  a t  6  w e e k s  P P  s h o w e d  n o r m a l  R V  f u n c t i o n
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LEARNING POINTS

A F E  c a r r i e s  a  
h i g h  r i s k  o f  
m o r t a l i t y  i n  
p r e g n a n c y

• ↑ ↑  m o r t a l i t y  
r a t e  i f  
u n r e c o g n i z e d

Ea r l y  de tec t i on  and  t rea tmen t  may  dec rease  r i sk  o f  morb id i t y  
and  mor ta l i t y

N a r r o w e d  p u l s e  
p r e s s u r e  o n  

a r t e r i a l  l i n e  c a n  
i n d i c a t e  a c u t e  
R V  d y s f u n c t i o n

D o b u t a m i n e  a n d  
i n h a l e d  

e p o p r o s t e n o l  a r e  
s a f e  i n  p r e g n a n c y  

a n d  P P

T T E  c a n  b e  
b e n e f i c i a l  i n  e a r l y  

d i a g n o s i s  o f  R V  
f a i l u r e
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